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‘Man can enlarge the Way. It is not the Way that enlarges man’ .. (F[igi5
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In times of relative calm language evolves gradually. Changes and innovation develop naturally,
sometimes with the help of their academies of language. They are only slowly absorbed and some fall
away. But in times of crisis, the word-

laundry works overtime and with great intensity. Its detrimental effects on language in general is
obvious. Even though our new sanitized words tend to disappear after a while, they have an ongoing
effect. Tampering with language by imposing onto it a distorted vocabulary, results in a loose
attitude to grammar and syntax of standard language, and a lot that is worse. | cannnot imagine, had
Confucius been confronted with such, he would have been very pleased.
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