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Intuition and Deduction: Descartes’ Methodological Choice and its Dilemma
ZHOU Xiaoliang

Modeling the mathematical method, Descartes took intuition and deduction as the fundamental methods for obtaining scientific knowledge
to which, furthermore, an universal doubt was taken as the revision and supplementary. But in dealing with the metaphysical problem of “the
union of soul and body”, Descartes was involved in a methodological dilemma. This article will state his methodological development
mentioned above, expose its internal mechanism, and give his philosophy a more comprehensive understanding.
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