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The Scientific Foundations of Environmental Ethics

ZHENG Huizi
(College of Philosophy and Public Administration, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: The scientific foundation of environmental ethics is based on the regional community rather than natural
community, because judged from the perspective of evolution, the integrated forms of mankind and nature have e
xperienced the evolutionary process from natural community to social community and then to regional community.
And each of the various intearated forms reflects a different existential state of mankind and nature in their corre




sponding community. In the natural community, human beings exist as a species in general and obey only the nat
ural law. In the social community, there only exists the ethical relationship between human beings and what they
follow is only the social law. In the regional community, human beings live as a real moral species and it is justin t
his sense that man possesses the ethical relationship with nature.

Key words: environmental ethics, scientific foundation, natural community, social community, regional comm
unity, moral species
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