
 

Login Create Account  

Simple Search  

Advanced Search  

Browse by Subject  

Browse by Year  

Browse by 
Conferences/Volumes  

Latest Additions  

Home  

About the Archive  

Archive Policy  

History  

Help  

FAQ  

Journal Eprint Policies  

Register  

Contact Us  

Guide to new PhilSci-
Archive features.  

Search & Browse

Information

News
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Abstract

MATHEMATICAL RESOLUTIONS OF ZENO’s PARADOXES of motion have been offered on a regular basis 

since the paradoxes were first formulated. In this paper I will argue that such mathematical 
“solutions” miss, and always will miss, the point of Zeno’s arguments. I do not think that any 

mathematical solution can provide the much sought after answers to any of the paradoxes of Zeno. In 
fact all mathematical attempts to resolve these paradoxes share a common feature, a feature that 
makes them consistently miss the fundamental point which is Zeno’s concern for the one-many 

relation, or it would be better to say, lack of relation. This takes us back to the ancient dispute between 
the Eleatic school and the Pluralists. The first, following Parmenide’s teaching, claimed that only the 

One or identical can be thought and is therefore real, the second held that the Many of becoming is 
rational and real.1 I will show that these mathematical “solutions” do not actually touch Zeno’s 

argument and make no metaphysical contribution to the problem of understanding what is motion 
against immobility, or multiplicity against identity, which was Zeno’s challenge. I would like to point out 

at this stage that my contention
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