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Abstract

The theory of mind (ToM) deficit associated with autism has been a central topic in the debate about the
modularity of the mind. Most involved in the debate about the explanation of the ToM deficit have failed
to notice that autism 7 s status as a spectrum disorder has implications about which explanation is more
plausible. In this paper, | argue that the shift from viewing autism as a unified syndrome to a spectrum
disorder increases the plausibility of the explanation of the ToM deficit that appeals to a domain-specific,
higher-level ToM module. First, | discuss what it means to consider autism as a spectrum rather than as
a unified disorder. Second, | argue for the plausibility of the modular explanation on the basis that
autism is better considered as a spectrum disorder. Third, | respond to a potential challenge to my
account from Philip Gerrans and Valerie Stone ™ s recent work (Gerrans 2002; Stone & Gerrans 2006a,
2006b; Gerrans & Stone 2008).
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