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Abstract

This paper delves into McTaggart’s metaphysical account of reality without time, and compares and contrasts 
McTaggart’s account with the account of reality given by modern physics. This comparison is of interest, 
because there are suggestions from contemporary physics that there is no time at the fundamental level. 
Physicists and philosophers of physics recognize that we do not have a good understanding of how the world 
could be such that time is unreal. I argue that, from the perspective of one who is trying to understand modern 
physics, McTaggart’s metaphysical views do provide some insight into how reality can be timeless at the 
fundamental level, but the insight that they provide is limited.
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