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Abstract

In the first decades of the 20th century politics, economy and the emerging social sciences were not the only
realms engaged in understanding social questions and organizing society by means of statistical inquiries and
probability calculation. At the same time, social methods and collective conditions of scientific rationality were
emerging in contemporary epistemological writings. However, adopting social conditions of scientific reasoning
and activity in this period does not mean a renunciation of exact scientific methods. On the contrary, the
emergence of social foundations for scientific activity and reasoning can be understood as a scientific
conception aiming at objectivity. This paper traces the emergence of collective conceptions and methods in
Edgar Zilsel's statistical and inductive epistemology that established the production of knowledge as an infinite
and procedural enterprise.
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