b

B
il . )]
i EE@ @ About || Browse || Search || Register || Registered Users Area || Help

| il d f
!J Bhil&s  archive
¥ ¥

A Material Theory of Induction

Norton, John D. (2003) A Material Theory of Induction.

This is the latest version of this eprint.

Full text available as:
Microsoft Word - Requires a viewer, such as Microsoft Word Viewer
RTF - Requires a viewer, such as Microsoft Word Viewer

Abstract

Contrary to formal theories of induction, | argue that there are no universal inductive inference schemas. The
inductive inferences of science are grounded in matters of fact that hold only in particular domains, so that <I>all
inductive inference is local</I>. Some are so localized as to defy familiar characterization. Since inductive
inference schemas are underwritten by facts, we can assess and control the inductive risk taken in an induction
by investigating the warrant for its underwriting facts. In learning more facts, we extend our inductive reach by
supplying more localized inductive inference schemes. Since a material theory no longer separates the factual
and schematic parts of an induction, it proves not to be vulnerable to Hume's problem of the justification of
induction.
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