T
X E%s' About || Browse || Search || Register || Registered Users Area || Help

(| i 7
Bl Chilsa  anchived
= |

Mechanisms, Causes and the Layered Model of the
World

Glennan, Stuart (2007) Mechanisms, Causes and the Layered Model of the World.

Full text available as:
PDF - Requires a viewer, such as Adobe Acrobat Reader or other PDF viewer.

Abstract

Most philosophical accounts of causation take causal relations to obtain between individuals and events in virtue
of nomological relations between properties of these individuals and events. Such views fail to take into account
the consequences of the fact that in general the properties of individuals and events will depend upon
mechanisms that realize those properties. In this paper | attempt to rectify this failure, and in so doing to provide
an account of the causal relevance of higher-level properties. | do this by critiquing one prominent model of
higher-level properties — Kim * s functional model of reduction — and contrasting it with a mechanistic
approach to higher-level properties and causation.
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