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Abstract

Preface: This volume originated in a conference on "The Place of Thought Experiments in Science and 
Philosophy" which was organized by us and held at the Center for Philosophy of Science at the University of 
Pittsburgh, April 18-20, 1986. The idea behind this conference was to encourage philosophers and scientists to 
talk to each other about the role of thought experiments in their various disciplines. These papers were either 
written for the conference, or were written after it by commentators and other participants.... We hope that this 
volume will be of use to other philosophers and scientists who are interested in thought experiments, as well as 
inspire more work in this area....
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