About || Browse || Search || Reqgister || Registered Users Area || Help

Bl Chilsa  anchived
= )

Norton's Slippery Slope

Malament, David (2007) Norton's Slippery Slope. In [2006] Philosophy of Science Assoc. 20th Biennial Mtg
(Vancouver): PSA 2006 Symposia.

Full text available as:
PDEF - Requires a viewer, such as Adobe Acrobat Reader or other PDF viewer.

Abstract

In my contribution to the Symposium ("On the Vagaries of Determinism and Indeterminism"), | will identify several
issues that arise in trying to decide whether Newtonian particle mechanics qualifies as a deterministic theory. I'll
also give a mini-tutorial on the geometry and dynamical properties of Norton's dome surface. The goal is to
better understand how his example works, and better appreciate just how wonderfully strange it is.
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The paper, in part, assumes familiarity with John Norton's "dome example", as described
in "The Dome: An Unexpectedly Simple Failure of Determinism”. The latter is available
from this Archive.
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