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摘要摘要摘要摘要： 

跨对话的方法论允许对话各方把各自在世界中存在的冲突作为开放的探索进路。东西方文明的第一次相遇,即基督

教和佛教的相遇,发生在公元1世纪的丝绸之路上。从基督教的视角看,是多马传道会改变了佛教的特点,把佛教引

向了有神论的一边(因此有了大乘佛教),并首次将佛法介绍到了西方;从佛教的视角看,则是阿育王的使团将佛法带

到了西方世界,并启发了艾赛尼派思想,耶稣接受最初来自该教派随后又离开该教派的施洗约翰的洗礼,把福音带到

了另一个方向。佛教和基督教在东西方文明的相遇上都有一些正确的说理。佛教经典《法华经》中的寓言故事可

视为我们今天开创多声音的文明对话而在古代丝绸之路上找到的一个历史见证。 
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Resurrecting the Case of the Thomist Mission :Seeing the 21st Century in the 1st 

Whalen Lai 

Abstract: 

A methodology for Dialogue as Cross Talk whereby the parties allow their different ways of being-in-
the-world collide as to open up avenues of exploration .The first of the East/ West dialogue of ancient 
civilization , namely , the dialogue between Christianity and Buddhism firstly happened on Silk Roadin 
the1st century .It is still alleged from the Christian side that the Thomas Mission changed the character 
of Buddhism and took it (henceforth as Mahayana) towards the Theistic side .However ,thereis 
enoughcounter theses from theBuddhist side where it is the Asokan Mission that exported the Buddha 
Dharma to the West…inspiring the Essenes from where John the Baptist came and broke away…after 
which Jesus so baptized by John took the message to another direction . Both sides have some truth in 
it . The Parables of the Lotus Sutra speak could be regarded as a testimony to a dialogue among 
ancient Silk Road civilizations to create a multi-vocal civilization of dialogue today . 
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