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Abstract:       
Empirical studies of clientelism typically use district-level data to 
analyze within-district voter targeting. Such analyses ignore how local 
politicians can impact the distribution of benefits, and can mistake 
core voter strategies for swing strategies and vice versa. This paper 
presents the first analysis of a distributive program – a Venezuelan 
land reform initiative known as Misión Zamora – at the individual 
level using data on revealed voter preferences and the receipt of 
particularistic benefits. Using data from a list of millions of voters that 
signed petitions to recall President Chávez, I match information on 
all recent land grant applicants to petition signers to measure the 
effect of political preferences on the likelihood of applying for land, 
receiving land, and being effectively rejected. I find evidence for 
both strategic core voter targeting and punishment of opposition 
voters, although both of these effects are modified by local political 
actors.
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