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On Construction of “Zero Tolerance” System for Dishonest Judiciary in China—Based on

Analysis of Judges’ Role as “Economic Man”
FENG Yi-wen

(Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100720, China )

Abstract: Dishonest judiciary, a moderate judicial corruption, is a concept existing specially in the context of the Chinese
judicial system. “Zero tolerance to dishonest judiciary” means that there should be no tolerance to corrupt behaviors of judges
who deviate from justice and improperly seek for personal interests and that any judges committing such behaviors must be
severely punished despite of the severity of the corruption. It is an urgent, practical and necessary task to carry out this system in
order to fight corruption. The construction of the “zero tolerance” system for dishonest judiciary shall take “four not’s” into
account: “do not have to do” (career incentive mechanism), “can not do” (precaution mechanism), “do not dare to do”
(punishment mechanism) and “do not want to do” (self-discipline mechanism).

Keywords: dishonest judiciary; zero tolerance; necessity; mechanism of four not’s
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