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Change of Party Models and Democratic Consolidation in Thailand
Gao Qiqi
(East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: In defining the contents of democratic consolidation, western scholars have
mainly three paths, political institutional path, democratic cultural path and pluralistic
integrative path. Among them, theorists of political institutional party especially stress the
role of parties. Thailand's constitution in 1997 and the rise of TRT created some prerequisites
for democratic consolidation after the second wave of democratization in Thailand. However, TRT]
didn’t concentrate on the building of mass party, but in skipping way learn the experiences and
characteristics of catch—all, cartel and business—firm parties. This learning model makes TRT
rise up quickly, and also make TRT go down loudly later. TRT's practice shows a learning

dilemma of late developing countries, and proves the close relationship between gradual change

of party models and democratic consolidation.

Keywords: party model; democratic consolidation; party change; civil society; Thailand
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