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Social Structure and the Shifting of Social Stra
ta in Russian Empire Period

ZhangGuangxiang
Abstract:Therewasnothierachyintheprincipaldity

ofMoscowbeforetheCode(l649)re gardedasonel ineofd
emarcationwasmade,anditwasestablishedfundamen
tallyinthelateofl8thcentury.AftertheGreatRefor
minthel80 s,gradeswhichweregradual lylosingprivi
legescametobeidenticalwitheachotherinthelegal
statusanddeveloppedtowardsclassesandprofessio
nalgroups.Byl9l7,however,gradeshadnotyetbecomec]l
assescompletely.DuringtheperiodofRussiaEmpire
socialstructureofpopulationchangedatafatallys
lowspeed.Scaleofshiftingbe tweenstratawasabout
onetenthineachgenerationthatwassmallbeforethe
vearofl86l.PeasantsandMonkswereusuallyresources
supplementingotherstrata.

Key words:Russia;grade;class;socialstructure;shi
ftingbetweensocialgrades
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