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Biography 

Michelle Mello (BA ’93) is a leading empirical health law scholar whose research is focused on understanding the effects of law and regulation 

on health care delivery and population health outcomes. She holds a joint appointment at the Stanford University School of Medicine in the 

Department of Health Research and Policy.

Mello is the author of more than 140 articles and book chapters on the medical malpractice system, medical errors and patient safety, 

research ethics, regulation of pharmaceuticals, legal interventions to combat obesity and noncommunicable disease, and other topics.  Her 

investigations into the dynamics of medical malpractice litigation, the effects of medical liability reforms, the ability of hospitals to shift costs 

of medical errors to others, and allocating responsibility for medical errors between hospital systems and individual physicians have been 

particularly impactful.  Mello’s publications appear in medical, health policy, and law journals, and she is a frequent contributor to the New 

England Journal of Medicine. 

In 2013, Mello was elected to the National Academy of Medicine (formerly known as the Institute of Medicine), one of the highest honors in 

the fields of health and medicine, in recognition of outstanding professional achievement and commitment to service. Mello’s work has also 

garnered the Alice S. Hersh New Investigator Award from AcademyHealth, the leading professional organization for health services and health 

policy research in the U.S.; a Greenwall Faculty Scholars Award in Bioethics; and a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Investigator Award in 

Health Policy Research.

Mello teaches Health Law: Improving Public Health and Torts. Prior to joining Stanford in 2014, she was a Professor at the Harvard School of 

Public Health and Director of the School’s Program in Law and Public Health, as well as a Lab Fellow at Harvard’s Edmond J. Safra Center for 

Ethics.
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Key Works

● David M. Studdert, Jordan Flanders & Michelle M. Mello, Searching for Public Health Law’s Sweet Spot: The Regulation of Sugar-
Sweetened Beverages, 12(7) PLoS Medicine, July 7, 2015. 

● Robert J. MacCoun & Michelle M. Mello, Half-Baked — The Retail Promotion of Marijuana Edibles, New England Journal of Medicine, 
March 12, 2015.

● Stephanie Morain and Michelle M. Mello. Survey Finds Public Support for Legal Interventions Directed at Health Behavior to Fight 
Noncommunicable Disease. 32(3) Health Affairs, pp. 486-496 (March 2013). 

● Michelle M. Mello, David M. Studdert, Eric J. Thomas, Catherine Yoon, and Troyen A. Brennan. Who Pays for Medical Errors?  An 
Analysis of Adverse Event Costs, the Medical Liability System, and Incentives for Patient Safety Improvement. 4(4) Journal of Empirical 
Legal Studies, pp. 835-860 (December 2007).  

● David M. Studdert, Michelle M. Mello, Atul A. Gawande, Tejal K. Gandhi, Allen Kachalia, Catherine Yoon, Ann Louise Puopolo and Troyen 
A. Brennan. Claims, Errors, and Compensation Payments in Medical Malpractice Litigation. 354 New England Journal of Medicine, pp. 
2024-2033 (May 11, 2006). 

● Michelle M. Mello, Brian R. Clarridge and David M. Studdert.  Academic Medical Centers’  Standards for Clinical-Trial Agreements With 
Industry. 352 New England Journal of Medicine, pp. 2202-2210 (May 26, 2005). 

● Michelle M. Mello and Troyen A. Brennan. Deterrence of Medical Errors: Theory and Evidence for Malpractice Reform. 80 Texas Law 
Review, pp. 1595-1637 (June 2002).

In the News

● Patient Impact A Worry With TV Crews In ERs  

The Boston Globe, January 12, 2015  

● Ebola-Quarantined U.S. Nurse To Sue In Test Of States’  Policies  

Reuters, October 26, 2014  

● Medical Malpractice Not Easy To Prove In Texas, Despite Concerns Over Ebola Patient  

Inside Counsel, October 09, 2014  
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