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Biography 

John J. Donohue III has been one of the leading empirical researchers in the legal academy over the past 25 years. Professor Donohue is an 

economist as well as a lawyer and is well known for using empirical analysis to determine the impact of law and public policy in a wide range 

of areas, including civil rights and antidiscrimination law, employment discrimination, crime and criminal justice, and school funding. 

Professor Donohue previously was a member of the law school faculty from 1995–2004. 

Before rejoining the Stanford Law School faculty in 2010, Professor Donohue was the Leighton Homer Surbeck Professor of Law at Yale Law 

School. He recently co-authored Employment Discrimination: Law and Theory with George Rutherglen. Earlier in his career, he was a law 

professor at Northwestern University as well as a research fellow with the American Bar Foundation. Additionally, he clerked with Chief 

Justice T. Emmet Clarie, of the U.S. District Court of Hartford, Connecticut. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 

and the former editor of the American Law and Economics Review and president of the American Law and Economics Association. 
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Key Works

● John J. Donohue III.  What Can Be Done to Stem Gun Violence?  San Francisco Chronicle, December 21, 2012. 

● John J. Donohue III, and Justin Wolfers (2005), Uses and Abuses of Empirical Evidence in the Death Penalty Debate, Stanford Law Review 

58: 791-846. 

● John J. Donohue III and Steven D. Levitt, Further Evidence that Legalized Abortion Lowered Crime, 39 Journal of Human Resources 29-49 

(Winter 2004). 

● Ayres, Ian and John J. Donohue, III (2003), Shooting Down the ‘More Guns, Less Crime’  Hypothesis, Stanford Law Review. 55: 1193-1312. 

● John J. Donohue III and Peter Siegelman, Allocating Resources Among Prisons and Social Programs in the Battle Against Crime, 27 

Journal of Legal Studies 1-43 (1998). 

● John J. Donohue III and Peter Siegelman, The Selection of Employment Discrimination Disputes for Litigation: Using Business Cycle 

Effects to Test the Priest-Klein Hypothesis, 24 Journal of Legal Studies 427-462 (1995). 

● John Donohue III and James Heckman, Continuous Versus Episodic Change: The Impact of Civil Rights Policy on the Economic Status of 

Blacks, 29 Journal of Economic Literature 1603 (1993). 

In the News

● Sunnyvale Law On Ammunition Magazines Survives Another Court Challenge  

KQED - News Fix, March 04, 2015  

● Stanford Study: More Guns Means More Crime  

NBC Bay Area, November 17, 2014  

● More Guns, More Crime: New Research Debunks A Central Thesis Of The Gun Rights Movement  

The Washington Post, November 14, 2014  

● How To Prevent The Next Ferguson  

Business Week - Bloomberg, August 15, 2014  

● Morning Bloomberg Law Brief  

Bloomberg News, June 18, 2014  

● Reflections On The Newtown Shooting One Year Later  

Stanford Lawyer, December 05, 2013  

● Privately Funded LAPD Body-Camera Program Could Be Blueprint For Cities  

Daily Journal, November 13, 2013  

● NRA, Others To Sue Over New Sunnyvale Gun Control Law  

Daily Journal, November 07, 2013  

● Sunnyvale Voters To Decide Gun-Control Measure C  

San Jose Mercury News, November 03, 2013  

● Oakland Looks To Toughen Gun Ownership Rules  

San Francisco Chronicle, September 10, 2013  

● Can Delta Discriminate Against Overweight Flight Attendants?  

Forbes, June 25, 2013  

● Would A 3D-Printed Gun Really Be Legal?  

ComputerWorld, March 21, 2013  

● Arming The 'Good Guys' Raises Gun Safety Questions  

San Jose Mercury News, January 12, 2013  

● Witness: "Strikingly Large" Disparities In Death Penalty Cases  

Hartford Courant, September 12, 2012  

● 5 Conn. Inmates Challenging Death Penalty  

Associated Press, September 05, 2012  

● A Trial On Death Row  

The New York Times - Sunday Review, September 01, 2012  

● Another Reprieve  

The Economist, April 20, 2012  

● Death Penalty Repeal Goes To Connecticut Governor  

The New York Times, April 11, 2012  

● Stand Your Ground And Concealed Weapons Laws  

WAMU 88.5 - The Diane Rehm Show, April 03, 2012  

● The Random Horror Of The Death Penalty  

The New York Times, January 07, 2012  
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