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Biography 

A productive scholar and an award-winning teacher, Pamela S. Karlan is currently on leave from Stanford to be a Deputy Assistant Attorney 

General in the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice (where she received the Attorney General’s Award for Exceptional 

Service – the department’s highest award for employee performance – as part of the team responsible for implementing the Supreme Court’s 

decision in United States v. Windsor).  While at Stanford, Karlan served as co-director of the school’s Supreme Court Litigation Clinic, where 

students litigate live cases before the Court. One of the nation’s leading experts on voting and the political process, she has also served as a 

commissioner on the California Fair Political Practices Commission and as an assistant counsel and cooperating attorney for the NAACP 

Legal Defense Fund.  Professor Karlan is the co-author of leading casebooks on constitutional law, constitutional litigation, and the law of 

democracy, as well as numerous scholarly articles.

Before joining the Stanford Law School faculty in 1998, she was a professor of law at the University of Virginia School of Law and served as a 

law clerk to Justice Harry A. Blackmun of the U.S. Supreme Court and Judge Abraham D. Sofaer of the U.S. District Court for the Southern 

District of New York. Karlan is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers, and 

the American Law Institute.
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Kenneth and Harle Montgomery 
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Professor of Public Interest Law 

Key Works

● Pamela S. Karlan, Citizens Deflected: Electoral Integrity and Political Reform in Citizens Divided: Campaign Finance Reform and the 
Constitution, Robert C. Post, ed., Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2014. 

● John C. Jeffries Jr., Pamela S. Karlan, Peter W. Low & George A. Rutherglen, Civil Rights Actions: Enforcing the Constitution, 3rd ed. St. 
Paul, MN: Foundation Press, 2013.

● Pamela S. Karlan, A Constitution for All Times, Cambridge, Mass.: The MIT Press, 2013. 

● Geoffrey R. Stone, Louis Michael Seidman, Cass R. Sunstein, Mark V. Tushnet & Pamela S. Karlan, Constitutional Law, New York: 
Wolters Kluwer, 7th ed., 2013.

● Pamela S. Karlan, The Supreme Court, 2011 Term, Foreword: Democracy and Disdain, 126 Harvard Law Review 1 (2012). 

● Samuel Issacharoff, Pamela S. Karlan & Richard H. Pildes, The Law of Democracy: Legal Structure of the Political Process, 4th edition, 
New York: Foundation Press, 2012.

● Pamela S. Karlan, The Gay and the Angry: The Supreme Court and the Battles Surrounding Same-Sex Marriage, 2011 Supreme Court 
Review 159 (2011).

● Goodwin Liu, Pamela S. Karlan & Christopher H. Schroeder, Keeping Faith with the Constitution, New York: Oxford, rev'd ed., 2010. 

In the News

● Dollree Mapp, Who Defied Police Search in Landmark Case, Is Dead  

The New York Times, December 09, 2014  

● Meet The Next Ruth Bader Ginsburg — Senate Confirms Top Women’s Rights Attorney To Federal Bench  

Think Progress, December 12, 2013  

● The Court’s Contempt For Congress  

The New Yorker, December 04, 2013  

● Stanford students Play Role In Historic Same-Sex Marriage Case  

Stanford Report, June 26, 2013  

● Supreme Court: Congress Has To Fix Broken Voting Rights Act  

National Public Radio (NPR), June 25, 2013  

● The 'Hubris' Of The Supreme Court's Voting Rights Ruling  

The Atlantic, June 25, 2013  

● Supreme Court To Make Crucial Rulings On Race  

USA Today, May 08, 2013  

● Feingold, Starr Debate Citizens United But Agree On Need For Transparency  

Money & Politics Report - BNA, May 02, 2013  

● After Court Hearing, Edie Windsor Says 'It's Gonna Be Good'  

Advocate, March 27, 2013  

● Ditching DOMA  

Slate, March 27, 2013  

● 'Conversion Therapy' May Hinge On Pot Precedent  

The Recorder, March 08, 2013  

● Gay Marriage Case: A Long Time Coming For Edie Windsor  

USA Today, December 07, 2012  

● Karlan Dissects Past, Talks Future Of Supreme Court  

San Diego Daily Transcript, October 16, 2012  

● Supreme Court Faces Weighty Cases And A New Dynamic  

The New York Times, September 29, 2012  

● Supreme Court Has A Term To Remember  

National Public Radio, July 06, 2012  

● Lawyer Is Tops When It Comes To U.S. Supreme Court  

Daily Journal, June 07, 2012  

● Ideologues In Robes  

The Wall Street Journal, April 16, 2012  

● How The Legal Assault On Obama’s Health Law Went Mainstream  

Politico, March 25, 2012  

● Health Law May Hinge On Wheat, Pot And Broccoli  

Politico, March 22, 2012  

● Stanford Univ. Hosts Debate on Affordable Care Act  

C-SPAN , February 23, 2012  
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Pamela S. Karlan 
Kenneth and Harle Montgomery 
Professor of Public Interest Law and Co-
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