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Thinking Globally, Acting Locally:
Clean Energy and Climate Change Policy at the Sub—National Level

in the United States

Bradley C. Karkkainen

It has certainly not escaped international attention that national-level policies
to address climate change and clean energy development in the United States have been

”»

“missing in action. One of President George W. Bush’ s first major actions upon
assuming the presidency was to reject the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gas emissions
that had been negotiated by the administration of his predecessor, Bill Clinton. Apart
from a few modest subsidy programs for hybrid cars, hydrogen energy research, and
biofuels (especially corn-based ethanol) research and production, the U.S. federal
government has not been very active in addressing these issues, and key executive and
legislative branch positions are occupied by persons who remain stubbornly agnostic or

openly skeptical of climate change, despite mounting scientific evidence of its

existence
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