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Abstract
The paper sets out to describe the most relevant social tendencies that can influence the Dutch judicial 
system’s domain in the medium term and to evaluate the possible effects of these tendencies on the 
composition of legal fields. American legal theory concerning the role of the courts’ functions is a frame of 
reference for the analysis. In the light of a quantitative paradigm, first, the judicial domain is represented in 
figures and demarcated with respect to the domains of other relevant activities and participants. The social role 
of courts in the Dutch legal system is then considered in the light of a qualitative paradigm, focusing on the 
influence of the judge and the impact of his judgments. These lines of thought are brought together in the 
description of a few possible scenarios for the development of the judicial domain in the Netherlands in the 
years to come. A few conclusions round off this investigation. 
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