W R 2 AN SR R4 ) 2013, 43(2) 147-159 DOI: ISSN: 1008-942X CN: 33-

1237/C
AWIHE | TIHS | SRR | s R [FTEIAT]  [DCH]
FEST L2 —
O F Supporting info

‘ ‘ F PDF(993KB)

df [ #](993KB
[43Cpdf F#]( ) F [HTMLA 3]
¥ 22530k

LR 4515 R A

e
FA3 ] ph SRR A2 2 AE A B 1 5 11 12 A 1 P 8, SRR T 57 A i T L A 1 el i sh e T 'ffiﬁﬁ;%ﬁ
FUPERVAE b AR S T 3 e SRR 0 S A MR . A [ o P S IR B L (R A A, P ~
PR R (R S ) ) . AR BT 7G5 DAL F T B2 v R R LA S SRR U [ 2 . O b SRR
T RPN R AL P AR A AN B b S AR R . R RS R 7 Ry B AL
(1 ER UL 2 T DR 1 L R 1 S A 7 e
mail Alert

ki ME Al B R b

b 3R B

The Paradox of Yan Fu,s View on Freedom A SR A S

Gao Like PR
P B
b R
Abstract: b RIS

5 Ry
Yan Fu,s concept of Western civilization ,which took the freedom as fundamentality , reveals the core ASLAEFANRICH

value of Western modernity and goes beyond the culture views of the reformists and the advocates of
the westernization movement .He interpreted liberty into” the boundary between single person and
group,s rights ,” which grasped the essence of Muller,s freedom theory and uncovered the profound
differences between Chinese and western view of freedom . He distinguished the natural liberty ,which
was” free of the constraint of nonego ,” and” the freedom under the law ,” namely civil liberties .And
he explored the profound paradox between these two : Freedom and management are

opposite ,freedom is the highest happiness , but to make the majority of people enjoy the greatest
happiness in a society ,freedom and management must implement each other .The focus of Yan Fu was
the balance of freedom and order . Yan Fu,s view of freedom reflected the complexity of his political
thoughts .When he was thinking about the freedom problem with respect to the evolution of human and
British civilization ,he usually recognized the universal value of individualism like a liberalist .However ,
when it came back to the freedom problem in Chinese context ,he sometimes expressed the tendencies
that group,s rights were higher than single person,s ,or both could be conciliated . These tendencies
showed the profound influence of the Confucian tradition and nationalism . From the geographical
perspective ,Yan Fu ascribed the freedom of American and Britain to the island geographical

character ,and the despotism tradition of France and Germany to the mainland . His historical
perspective of freedom was deeply affected by Montesquieu and Muller ,both of who had emphasized the
relativity of geographical environment and freedom ,and regarded the national security as the premise
condition for freedom . Yan Fu took the state security and national level as the two primary prerequisites
for freedom ,and this was the basic logic of his thinking on Chinese freedom . Yan Fu realized the
difference of Anglo-American,s laissez-faire model and Prussia,s interference pattern .Anglo-American
had become rich and then strong ,so they attached much more importance to laissez-faire and

freedom .But Germany had been on the other way round , which thought much of interference and was
lack of freedom .Therefore ,freedom should be at the right place and right time . The intricacy of Yan
Fu,s thought lies in the fact that he admitted the freedom is both intrinsic value of the humanity and the
instrument for the prosperity of country .Nonetheless ,his view on the historical specialty of freedom and
its instrumentality and value specially demonstrates the complexity and richness of his thought .His
paradox of liberty would rather be a problem of universality and particularity than that of states and
individuals .He found out how the western wealth and power had benefited from liberation ,which China
could not replicate . Under the context of his time ,in order to rescue China from domestic troubles and
foreign invasions ,Yan Fu had to pursue the freedom of state instead of individual one .Eternal truth was
always paradoxical .1t is maybe the paradox that makes Yan Fu,s view on freedom especially attractive .
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