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In Pursue for Order and Meaning
——O0n Rousseau’ s Idea of Political Ethics
XIANG Songlin

(College of Media and International Culture, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: De-politicized economy, de—ethicized politics, de-religionized ethics are regarded as basic
characteristics and significant progress of modern society after the “disenchantment” by reasoning
Rousseau sharply put forward two issues concerning ultimate value and meaning what is the foundatio
n of qualification and authority about politics? What about morality? Thus he revealed profoundly the
paradox of order and meaning in modern society. Considering the predicament of modern politics, Rousse
au consciously put twofold concerns—order and meaning—at the center of his thinking. On the ground t
hat he criticized rationalism “progressive” order, Rousseau revealed the alienation between the prog
ress of science, art and moral climate, pointed out the innate deficiency among science, art, moralit
y, and progress itself, which were all based on inequality, and constructed moral community with “gen
eral will” of the system of value and meaning and “civic religionl” as its soul, in which new politi
cal order and virtue life might be produced. However, for the innate contradictions between “looking—
forward” and “tracing—back” , Rousseau could not overcome the modern predicament, either.
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