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ABSTRACT
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The incidence of child abuse has become quite prevalent and may be referred to as a global phenomenon
(Pala, Unalacak, & Unluoglu, 2011). In terms of a global phenomenon, it may be significant to assess
negative ramifications that are in existence for children”s overall social, emotional, and cognitive Downloads: 15,271
maturation (DeOliveira, Bailey, Moran, & Pederson, 2004). Specifically, preschool children who are abused
within their home environments are less likely to detect variations in emotional expressions as compared to Visits: 59,936

preschoolers who have not been abused (Pollak, Cicchetti, Hornung, & Reed, 2000). In regards to the

domain of cognitive development, children who are reared in abusive home environments are likely to

display overactive behaviors and exhibit less concentration (Schatz, Smith, Borkowski, Whitman, & Keogh, Sponsors ==
2008). In relation, children reared in abusive environments are less likely to perform at high levels in
regards to their math and reading abilities (Crozer & Barth, 2005). Thus, the act of child abuse may also be
better well understood by assessing parenting styles and how they play a role with affecting the type of
behaviors they elicit towards their children (Baumrind, 1994). For instance, specific traits or factors related
to individuals * parenting abilities, such as stress, depression, domestic violence, incarceration, and
psychological difficulties may be more likely to abuse their children as opposed to parents who do not
obtain these traits or factors (Nair, Schular, Black, Kettinger, & Harrington, 2003). Implications in regards to
the prevalence of child abuse may be quite significant, especially considering psychological ramifications that
may surface due to the act of children s exposure to abuse (Johnson et al., 2002). For instance, children
may be more likely to suppress, or internalize their emotions due to the exposure to child abuse and they
may be more likely to externalize, or exhibit certain behaviors in an outward fashion towards others due to
the immersion within environments comprised of child abuse (Schatz, Smith, Borkowski, Whitman, & Keogh,
2008). Furthermore, professionals who obtain the knowledge about child abuse may better serve families
and children who have experienced abuse within their lives.

KEYWORDS
Abuse; Children; Parenting; Attachment; Developmental Domains

Cite this paper
Mills, H. & McCarroll, E. (2012). Ramifications Associated with Child Abuse. Advances in Applied Sociology, 2,
274-279. doi: 10.4236/aasoci.2012.24036.

References
[1] Baciu, C., Voicu, C., Antal, I., Mezei, E., & Roth, M. (2012). Abusive parents from rural and urban areas.

Social Work Review, 2, 81-89.

[2] Baumrind, D. (1994). The social context of child maltreatment. Family Relations, 43, 360-368.
doi:10.2307/585365

[3] Becker-Weidman, A. (2009). Effects of early maltreatment on development: A descriptive study using
the vineland adaptive behavior scales-Il. Child Welfare: Journal of Policy, Practice, and Program, 88,
137-161.

[4] Bowlby, J. (1982). Attachment (2nd ed.). New York: Basic Books.

[5] Bowlby, J. (1988). A secure base: Parent-child attachment and healthy human development. New York:

Basic Books.



[6] Boyce, C. A. (2008). Reauthorization of the child abuse protection and treatment act. URL (last checked
13 December 2012). http://www.hhs.gov/asl/testify/2008/ 06/t20080626a.html

[7]1 Christoffersen, M. N. (2009). Prevention of child abuse and neglect and improvements in child
development. Child Abuse Review, 18, 24-40.

[8] Cicchetti, D., & Toth, S. L. (1995). A development psychopathology perspective on child abuse and
neglect. Journal of American Academy of Child Adolescent Psychiatry, 34, 541-565.
doi:10.1097/00004583-199505000-00008

[9] Cozier, J. C., & Barth, R. P. (2005). Cognitive and academic functioning in maltreated children. Children
and Schools, 27, 197-206. doi:10.1093/cs/27.4.195

[10]Deblinger, E., Mannarino, A. P., Cohen, J. A., Runyon, M. K., & Steer, R. A. (2011).Trauma-focused
cognitive behavioral therapy for children: Impact of the trauma narrative and treatment length.
Depression and Anxiety, 28, 67-75. doi:10.1002/da.20744

[11]DeOliveira, C. A., Bailey, H. N., Moran, G., & Pederson, D. R. (2004). Emotion socialization as a framework
for understanding the devel opment of disorganized attachment. Social Development, 13, 437- 467.
doi:10.1111/j.1467-9507.2004.00276.x

[12]Devaney, J. (2008). Chronic child abuse and domestic violence: Children and families with long-term and
complex needs. Child and Family Social Work, 13, 443-453. doi:10.1111/j.1365-2206.2008.00559.x

[13]Grief, G. L., Finney, C., Greene-Joyner, R., Minor, S., & Stitt, S. (2007). Fathers who are court-mandated
to attend parent education groups at a child abuse prevention agency: Implications for family therapy.
Family Therapy: The Journal of the California Graduate School of Family Psychology, 34, 13-26.
http://twulibraries.worldcat.org/title/family-therapy-the-journal-of-the-california-graduate-school-of-
family-psychology/oclc/4787600-21

[14]lwaniec, D., Larkin, E., & McSherry, D. (2007). Emotionally harmful parenting. Child Care in Practice, 13,
203-220. doi:10.1080/13575270701353531

[15]Johnson, R. M., Kotch, J. B., Catellier, D. J., Winsor, J. R., Dufort, V., Hunter, W., Amaya-Jackson, L.
(2002). Adverse behavioral and emotional outcomes from child abuse and witnessed violence. Child
Maltreatment, 7, 179-186. doi:10.1177/107755950200-7003001

[16]Mansor, M., & Samah, A. A. (2009). A descriptive analysis on the personality of child physical abuse
victims. International Journal of Business and Social Science, 2, 229-241.
http://www.ijbssnet.com/update/index.php/side-archive.html

[17]Mills, H., & McCarroll, E. (2011). Emotion regulation in early childhood. Texas Child Care Quarterly, 36, 5-
8.

[18]Nair, P., Schuler, M. E., Black, M. M., Kettinger, L., & Harrington, D. (2003). Cumulative environmental risk
in substance abusing women: Early intervention, parenting stress, child abuse potential and child
development. Child Abuse and Neglect, 27, 993-995. do0i:10.1016/S0145-2134(03)00169-8

[19]Pala, B., Unalacak, M., & Unluoglu, I. (2011). Child maltreatment: Abuse and neglect. Dicle Medical
Journal, 38, 121-127. http://www.journals.elsevier.com/child-abuse-and-neglect/

[20]Pollak, S. D., Cicchetti, D., Hornung, K., & Reed, A. (2000). Recognizing emotion in faces: Developmental
effects of child. Developmental Psychology, 36, 679-688. doi:10.1037//0012-1649.36.5.679

[21]Ramirez, C., Pinzon-Rondon, A. M., & Botero, J. C. (2011). Contextual predictive factors of child sexual
abuse: The role of parent-child interaction. Child Abuse and Neglect, 35, 1022-1031.
doi:10.1016/j.chiabu.2011.10.004

[22]Rodriguez, C. M. (2010). Parent-child aggression: Association with child abuse potential and parenting
styles. Violence and Victims, 25, 728-741. doi:10.1891/0886-6708.25.6.728

[23]Schatz, J. N., Smith, L. E., Borkowski, J. G., Whitman, T. L., & Keogh, D. A. (2008). Maltreatment risk, self-
regulation, and maladjustment in at-risk children. Child Abuse and Neglect, 32, 972-982.
doi:10.1016/j.chiabu.2008.09.001

[24]Scott, J. (2011). The impact of disrupted attachment on the emotional and interpersonal development of
looked after children. Educational and Child Psychology, 28, 31-43.

[25]Seeds, P. M., Harkness, K. L., & Quilty, L. C. (2010). Parental maltreatment, bullying, and adolescent



depression: Evidence for the mediating role of perceived social support. Journal of Clinical Child and
Adolescent Psychology, 39, 681-692. doi:10.1080/15374416.2010.501289

[26]Shipman, K. L., Schneider, R., Fitzgerald, M. M., Sims, C., Swisher, L., & Edwards, A. (2007). Maternal
emotion socialization in maltreating and non-maltreating families: Implications for children s emotion
regulation. Social Development, 16, 268-285. do0i:0.1111/.14679507.2007.00384.x

[27]Tanaka, M., Wekerle, C., Schmuck, M. L., & Paglia-Boak, A. (2011). The linkages among childhood
maltreatment, adolescent mental health, and self-compassion in child welfare adolescents. Child Abuse
and Neglect, 35, 887-898. doi:10.1016/j.chiabu.2011.07.003

[28]Valentino, K., Cicchetti, D., Toth, S. L., & Rogosch, F. A. (2011). Other-child play and maltreatment: A
longitudinal analysis of emerging social behavior from infancy to toddlerhood. Developmental
Psychology, 47, 1280-1294. doi:10.1037/a0024459

[29]Wilkerson, D., Johnson, G., & Johnson, R. (2008). Children of neglect with attachment and time
perception deficits: Strategies and interventions. Education, 129, 343-352.
http://eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/search/detailmini.jsp?
_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=EJ871571&ERICExtSearch_Type_0O=no&accno=EJ871571

Home | About SCIRP | Sitemap | Contact Us

Copyright © 2006-2013 Scientific Research Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.




