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ABSTRACT
The incidence of child abuse has become quite prevalent and may be referred to as a global phenomenon 

(Pala, Unalacak, & Unluoglu, 2011). In terms of a global phenomenon, it may be significant to assess 

negative ramifications that are in existence for children’s overall social, emotional, and cognitive 

maturation (DeOliveira, Bailey, Moran, & Pederson, 2004). Specifically, preschool children who are abused 

within their home environments are less likely to detect variations in emotional expressions as compared to 

preschoolers who have not been abused (Pollak, Cicchetti, Hornung, & Reed, 2000). In regards to the 

domain of cognitive development, children who are reared in abusive home environments are likely to 

display overactive behaviors and exhibit less concentration (Schatz, Smith, Borkowski, Whitman, & Keogh, 

2008). In relation, children reared in abusive environments are less likely to perform at high levels in 

regards to their math and reading abilities (Crozer & Barth, 2005). Thus, the act of child abuse may also be 

better well understood by assessing parenting styles and how they play a role with affecting the type of 

behaviors they elicit towards their children (Baumrind, 1994). For instance, specific traits or factors related 

to individuals’ parenting abilities, such as stress, depression, domestic violence, incarceration, and 

psychological difficulties may be more likely to abuse their children as opposed to parents who do not 

obtain these traits or factors (Nair, Schular, Black, Kettinger, & Harrington, 2003). Implications in regards to 

the prevalence of child abuse may be quite significant, especially considering psychological ramifications that 

may surface due to the act of children’s exposure to abuse (Johnson et al., 2002). For instance, children 

may be more likely to suppress, or internalize their emotions due to the exposure to child abuse and they 

may be more likely to externalize, or exhibit certain behaviors in an outward fashion towards others due to 

the immersion within environments comprised of child abuse (Schatz, Smith, Borkowski, Whitman, & Keogh, 

2008). Furthermore, professionals who obtain the knowledge about child abuse may better serve families 

and children who have experienced abuse within their lives. 
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