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A Probe into the Transmutation of Mazu from the Witch to the Immortal and the Causes
LI Xiao—hong

( College of Humanities and Media, Ningho University, Ningho 35211, China )

Abstract: Mazu, originally a witch, turned into an immortal after death. This transmutation developed into a belief of Mazu.
The transmutation of Mazu was due, firstly to the Chinese ancient witchcraft belief; secondly to the strong witcheraft climate
among the locals in Fujian during the Song Dynasty. The transmutation of Mazu from a Witch to an Immortal was not an exclusive
case, but a kind of cultural phenomenon among ancient Chinese folk heliefs.

Key Words: the Immortal of Mazu; Mazu belief; the Witch; from the Witch to the Immortal; the Song Dynasty
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