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Rational Motivation and Altruistic Behavior

Abstract: As for the standard rational hypothesis of economics, it is weak for its power
to explain altruistic behavior; this paper establishes improvably a new hypothesis that
forms new relations between the egoistic motivation and the utility function of agent.
And then gives a general proposition: egoistic and altruistic behavior both originally
come from a unique and invariable egoistic motivation. The agent will classify his own
order of preferences under the constraints; maximize his own prior preference among
them, so as to maximize his own utility in his behavior. This new hypothesis can explain
a lot of altruistic behavior. It helps forward the market economy-oriented
transformation of our society and the moral practice of all citizens of China.
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