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Abstract: Based on the classical field study of the Protestant
sects of the U.S.A. by Max Weber during his stay in the country in
1904, this article finds that the principle of the sovereignty of the
local sacramental community and its embodiment, i.e., the sect
membership is very important. The membership helps to discipline the
members’ acts, and in doing so, a general system of social trust and
credit is fully developed. The way from membership to social trust can
be a useful train of thought in constructing voluntary associations in

China today.
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