Articles

o Current Volume
Older Volumes
Editor's Choice
Replicable Articles

by Author

by Subject
o Search

Special Collections
o About Special Collections
o All Special Collections
for Authors
General Information
Submission Guidelines
Peer Review and Publication
Copyright Information
Review Process
Submit a Paper
Submit a Letter
My Author Account
for Readers
o Get Email Alerts
o How to cite DR
About the Journal
o Purpose
o From the Publisher and Editor
Who's Who
Our Reviewers
Contact Us

Copyright & Legal
Privacy Policy

O O O O o

O O O 0O o o 0o

O O O 0O o

Search DR journal and we

Volume 27 - Article 18 | Pages 487-506

Generational interdependencies in families: The
MULTILINKS research programme

By Pearl A. Dykstra, Aafke Komter

Download PDF Submit a Response Letter



https://www.demographic-research.org/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/editors_choice.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/replicable_articles.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_author.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/search.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/specialcollections.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/all.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/information_for_authors.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/general_information.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/guidelines.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/peerreview.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/copyright.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/review_process.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/submitting/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/submitting/letter.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/author/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/information_for_readers.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/alerts/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/how_to_cite_demographic_research.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/statement_of_purpose.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/publishers_statement.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/whos_who.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/reviewer_acknowledgments.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/contact/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/imprint.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/privacy_policy.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol27/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/2813.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/2556.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol27/18/27-18.pdf
https://www.demographic-research.org/author/default.htm?letterart=1916
javascript:printPage();
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol27/18/&t=Generational%20interdependencies%20in%20families
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol27/18/&text=Generational%20interdependencies%20in%20families

Date

received: 05 Sep 2012
Date

published: 11 Oct 2012
Word 5800

count:

Keywords: aging, cross-national comparison, families, intergenerational relations, social policies
DOL 10.4054/DemRes.2012.27.18

You will find all publications in this Special Collection “Intergenerational family ties in
Weblink: Europe: Multiple linkages between individuals, families and social contexts” at
http://www.demographic-research.org/special/11/

Abstract

Background: We identify four research themes where MULTILINKS, a programme of research on
intergenerational family ties funded through the Seventh Framework of the European Commission,
has brought new and unique insights. Key premises of the MULTILINKS approach involved an
emphasis on (1) both young and old in families, (2) the ways in which social policies structure
independencies in families, and (3) the influence of historical, economic and cultural contexts.

Methods: Our overview includes research done in the context of the MULTILINKS programme at
large as well as the papers in this special collection.

Results: Firstly, by combining macro and micro perspectives on family constellations across Europe it
has been possible to provide a more nuanced view than is common in conventional portrayals of
family change. Secondly, by extending research to Eastern European countries, the programme has
not only identified crucial regional differences in family patterns, but also shown that explanations of
well-being differentials are similar in Eastern and Western Europe. Thirdly, by focusing on legal and
policy frameworks regarding the division of caring and financial responsibilities for the young and old
between the family and the state, it has been possible to distinguish patterns in the degree to which
national policies strengthen or weaken generational interdependencies in families. Fourthly, research
conducted in the context of the MULTILINKS programme has demonstrated the usefulness of paying
attention to preferences about family members' responsibilities for each other.

Conclusions: Recognition of the key premises of MULTILINKS has led to challenging, critical insights
on intergenerational family ties.
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