
Home Reviewers Associate Editors  Editor  Publisher  Contact   

A gender perspective on preferences for marriage among 
cohabitating couples

[ Back to previous page ] 
  

© 1999 - 2008 
Max-Planck-Gesellschaft 
● Copyright & Legal

SEARCH  

Current Volume  

Volumes  

Articles  

Special Collections  

Journal Contents

About the Journal  

Information for 
Authors  

Copyright 
Information  

Register for e-mail 
alerts  

Submit a Paper  

General Information

 

Anne Reneflot 
 

VOLUME 15 - ARTICLE 10 

PAGES 311 - 328 

Date Received:  23 Feb 2006

Date Published: 31 Oct 2006

http://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol15/10/  

 Bookmark this page 
 Send this article to a friend 

Abstract 
This paper addresses the sex differences in cohabiters’ marriage preferences, which have 
received very little attention in the family literature. According to Norwegian survey data 
from 1996, cohabiting men are more hesitant to marry than cohabiting women. For 
example, childless male cohabiters are more worried than their female partner that 
another lifestyle will be expected after a marriage, and they voice more doubt about the 
value of the relationship. This could mean that the men generally are more 
individualistically oriented and therefore more attracted to single life than the women. In-
depth interviews support this, and also suggest that men are less willing to yield to a 
normative pressure to marry. On the other hand, women were more concerned with the 
costs of the wedding. 

Author's affiliation 
Anne Reneflot
Norwegian Institute of Public Health, Norway 

Keywords 
children, cohabitation, gender, marriage, marriage preferences 

Word count (Main text) 
4742

Most recent Similar Articles (in Demographic Research)

   

 
Click the icon to view and/or download the PDF file. 
Once you are in the PDF file, use your browser back button to return to this page. 

[19-47] Cohabitation and children's living arrangements: New estimates from the 
United States (cohabitation, children)

[19-41] Women’s changing socioeconomic position and union formation in Spain and 
Portugal (marriage, cohabitation)

[16-9] Cohabitation, nonmarital childbearing, and the marriage process (marriage, 
cohabitation)

[15-4] Family structure and wellbeing of out-of-wedlock children: The significance of 
the biological parents' relationship (marriage, cohabitation)

[7-18] Cohabiting unions in France and West Germany: Transitions to first birth and 
first marriage (marriage, cohabitation)


