UNITED NATIONS

Eoosendcond Bt Teeamision fore Asn mnd the Paciie i Home = Site Map i Contact

About UNESCAP | MediaCentre | Members Frogrammes | Documents | UNESCAP Publications

Search: I @

More Options | Search Tips

Emerging Social Issues Division
Social Policy and Population Section

Asia-Pacific Population Journal

Article  Government-organized Distant Resettlement and the
Three Gorges Project, China

Author  Yan Tan, Graeme Hugo and Lesley Potter

Abstract Displacementand resettlement associated with the Three Gorges Project in China is
at a crucial stage. The previous approach of "near" resettlement, uphill from the dam,
has been changed to one of moving large numbers of rural residents out of the
reservoir area and settling them in distant agricultural communities. This paper
examines the Chongqing reservoir section as a key origin area for the "government-
organized distant resettlement" scheme. It examines patterns of distant resettlement
to 11 recipient provinces and municipalities in China. Land readjustment in the host
communities, compensation and funding for migrants are examined. The Government
of China emphasizes "moving out" and "resettling stably" as the key objectives during
the physical resettlement or transition period of displacement. However, planning for
the restoration of livelihoods and production of the dislocated rural migrants in the
new environments remains inadequate. Whether or not distant resettlement can
produce a sustainable reconstruction of livelihoods and production as well as local
sustainable development in the destination locations remains to be seen.
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