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Abstract 

Many governments in Europe report in international enquiries that they are 

dissatisfied with the current demographic trends in their countries. The further one 

goes to the east of the continent, the stronger the publicly expressed concern. 

While the prime minister of Bulgaria calls his country’s ‘demographic crisis’ the 

number one policy priority, the president of Belarus even speaks of a national 

‘demographic security crisis’, implying that this may require equally drastic action 

as a security crisis at the military level. Less dramatic in tone but equally urgent in 

its message, the President of the European Commission repeatedly called 

Europe’s demographic trends one of the three main challenges facing Europe, the 

other two being globalisation and technological change. 
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