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Abstract

Background: Fertility research often uses data from women only. This can bias the results if the 

effects of education and occupation on fertility are dependent upon the characteristics of the male 

partner. Using retrospective life-course information from both partners, this study examines the 

effects of educational and occupational characteristics on the transition to a first childbirth. 

Objective: The objective is to examine how the respective earning potential and career dynamics 

of the male and the female partners in couples influenced the timing of their entry into parenthood 

from 1960 to 2009 in the Netherlands, as well as the extent to which the characteristics of the two 

partners were interdependent in terms of their influence on the transition to a first birth. 

Methods: Using couple-period data from four pooled cross-sectional waves (1998-2009) of the 

Family Survey of the Dutch Population, discrete time event history models accounting for 

unobserved heterogeneity at the couple level are estimated to predict the birth of the first child, 

starting from the moment couples started living together. 

Results: The results show that a high earning potential of the female partner (based on her 

educational attainment, the status of her first job, and whether she is in full-time work or has 

supervisory responsibilities) has delaying effects on her transition to a first childbirth. With regard 

to the male partner, the only significant predictors of the entry into parenthood are educational 

attainment and working hours, and there is no evidence of an interdependence of the partners. The 

comparison of effects over time indicates that the female partner's higher earning potential has 

become a stronger predictor of delayed parenthood over time, while a positive effect for the male 

partner’s higher earning potential is seen only up to 1990.  

Conclusions: The results suggest that the educational and occupational characteristics and the 

labor market participation of the female partner are stronger determinants of first-birth timing than 

the characteristics of the male partner. 

 
DATE RECEIVED: 30 Jan 2013

DATE PUBLISHED: 30 Oct 2013

WORD COUNT: 5785

KEYWORDS: couple analysis, event history models, female employment, 
fertility, first birth

DOI: 10.4054/DemRes.2013.29.34

 

Articles Special Collections for Authors for Readers About the Journal Search DR journal and website



Author's Affiliation

Katia Begall - Johann Wolfgang Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany [ EMAIL]  

Other articles by the same author/authors in Demographic Research  

»  Gender equity and fertility intentions in Italy and the Netherlands  

VOLUME 18 -  ARTICLE 1   

Most recent similar articles in Demographic Research 

»  A Bayesian semiparametric multilevel survival modelling of age at first birth in Nigeria  

VOLUME 28 -  ARTICLE 45       |  KEYWORDS: fertility, first birth  

»  Does the kin orientation of a British woman’s social network influence her entry into 

motherhood?  

VOLUME 28 -  ARTICLE 11       |  KEYWORDS: fertility, first birth  

»  Labour market integration, occupational uncertainty, and fertility choices in Germany 

and the UK  

VOLUME 26 -  ARTICLE 12       |  KEYWORDS: fertility, first birth  

»  Do imputed education histories provide satisfactory results in fertility analysis in the 

Western German context?  

VOLUME 21 -  ARTICLE 6       |  KEYWORDS: fertility, first birth  

»  Is Latin America starting to retreat from early and universal childbearing?  

VOLUME 20 -  ARTICLE 9       |  KEYWORDS: fertility, first birth  

ARTICLES 

» Current Volume 

Older Volumes 
» Volume 29 

» Editor's Choice 

» Replicable Articles 

» by Author 

» by Subject 

» Search 

CITATIONS 

Cited References: 60

» View the references of this article 

Download to Citation Manager

» RIS format 

» BibTeX format 

SIMILAR ARTICLES 

PubMed

» Articles by Katia Begall 

 

 

 

 

»



 

Google Scholar

» Articles by Katia Begall 

JUMP TO ARTICLE 

 

Volume Page

 

Volume Article ID

 

© 1999 - 2015 Max-Planck-Gesellschaft 

Articles 

Current Volume 

Older Volumes 

Editor's Choice 

Replicable Articles 

by Author 

by Subject 

Search 

Special Collections 

About Special Collections 

All Special Collections 

for Authors 

General Information 

Copyright Information 

Review Process 

Submit a Paper 

Submit a Letter 

My Author Account 

for Readers 

Get Email Alerts 

How to cite DR 

About the Journal 

Purpose 

From the Publisher and Editor 

Who's Who 

Contact Us 

Copyright & Legal 


