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Abstract 
Twin studies provide an important possibility for demographers to analyze patterns of 
heritability and to estimate structural models with controls for endowments. These 
possibilities are increasingly used in the context of fertility and related behaviors. A close 
congruence between the fertility patterns of twins and that of the general population, 
however, is an essential pre-condition in order to generalize the results of twin-based 
investigations of fertility and related behaviors to the general population. In this paper we 
therefore compare the fertility of Danish twins born 1945--64 to the fertility pattern of 
the general population born during the same period. Our analyses find a very close 
correspondence between the fertility pattern of twins and of the general population. 
There exist only few statistically significant differences, and the primary difference 
pertains to the fact that female twins have a slightly later onset of childbearing than 
non-twins. There are virtually no relevant differences between the fertility patterns of 
dizygotic and monozygotic twins. 
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