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Abstract 
By pooling the data from the three waves (1998, 2000, and 2002) of the Chinese 
Longitudinal Health and Longevity Survey, this study examines the association of 
sociodemographic factors with the onset and recovery of ADL disability including changes 
in functional status before dying. The results show that the sociodemographic factors 
play some specific roles in disability dynamics at very high ages even after controlling for 
a rich set of confounders. Our results also point out that the conventional method, which 
excludes the information of ADL changes before dying due to unavailability of the data, 
overestimates the effects of age, gender, ethnicity, and living alone on disability 
transitions whereas it underestimates the effects of SES, although such discrepancies are 
not very big compared with the results including information of ADL changes before dying. 
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