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Abstract 
This is the second of two companion papers addressing the association between 
educational attainment and fertility for some sixty educational groups of Swedish women, 
defined according to field of education as well as level of education. The first paper is 
about childlessness and education, the present one about the mean number of children 
ever born. We find that ultimate fertility decreases somewhat with an increasing 
educational level, but its dependence on the field of education is much more impressive. 
In general, educational groups with relatively little childlessness also have relatively high 
ultimate fertility, and educational groups with much childlessness have relatively low 
ultimate fertility. In particular, women educated for the teaching or health-care 
professions have less childlessness and a higher ultimate fertility than others. Conversely, 
women with an education for esthetic or (non-teacher) humanist occupations have 
unusually high fractions childless and low ultimate fertility. Women with religious 
educations stand out by having very high fractions childless but quite ordinary mean 
ultimate fertility nevertheless; such women have very little childbearing outside of 
marriage. Women with research degrees have remarkably ordinary childbearing behavior; 
they do not forego motherhood to the extent that some theories would predict. 

Author's affiliation 
Jan M. Hoem
Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Germany

   

 
Click the icon to view and/or download the PDF file. 
Once you are in the PDF file, use your browser back button to return to this page. 

 Figure 1 

 Figure 2 

 Figure 3 

 Figure 4 

 Figure 5 

 Figure A1 

 Read Me 



Gerda Neyer
Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Germany
Gunnar Andersson
Stockholm University, Sweden 

Keywords 
education, fertility, Sweden 

Word count (Main text) 
6411 

Other Articles by the same author/authors (in Demographic Research) 

Most recent Similar Articles (in Demographic Research)

[19-10] Overview Chapter 8: The impact of public policies on European fertility

[19-2] Summary and general conclusions: Childbearing Trends and Policies in Europe

[19-1] Preface: Childbearing Trends and Policies in Europe

[18-21] Marriage formation as a process intermediary between migration and 
childbearing

[18-15] The reporting of statistical significance in scientific journals: A reflexion

[17-30] Childbearing dynamics of couples in a universalistic welfare state: The role of 
labor-market status, country of origin, and gender

[17-25] Migration and first-time parenthood: Evidence from Kyrgyzstan

[17-14] Generations and Gender Survey (GGS): Towards a Better Understanding of 
Relationships and Processes in the Life Course

[17-6] Understanding parental gender preferences in advanced societies: Lessons 
from Sweden and Finland

[15-17] Anticipatory analysis and its alternatives in life-course research: Part 2: 
Marriage and first birth

[15-16] Anticipatory analysis and its alternatives in life-course research: Part 1: 
Education and first childbearing

[14-15] Education and childlessness: The relationship between educational field, 
educational level, and childlessness among Swedish women born in 1955-59

[14-4] Social differentials in speed-premium effects in childbearing in Sweden

[13-22] Why does Sweden have such high fertility?

[11-15] Childbearing patterns for Swedish mothers of twins, 1961-1999

[11-4] Demographic trends in Sweden: An update of childbearing and nuptiality up to 
2002

[10-13] A summary of Special Collection 3: Contemporary Research on European 
Fertility: Perspectives and Developments

[7-7] Children's experience of family disruption and family formation: Evidence from 16 
FFS countries

[7-4] Life-table representations of family dynamics in Sweden, Hungary, and 14 other 
FFS countries: A project of descriptions of demographic behavior

[6-4] Fertility developments in Norway and Sweden since the early 1960s

[5-3] Demographic trends in Sweden: Childbearing developments in 1961-2000, 
marriage and divorce developments in 1971-1999

[S3-1] Contemporary Research on European Fertility: Introduction

[S3-7] Childbearing Developments in Denmark, Norway, and Sweden from the 1970s 
to the 1990s: A Comparison

[19-31] Biological and sociological interpretations of age-adjustment in studies of 
higher order birth rates (fertility, education)

[19-28] Sweden: Combining childbearing and gender equality (Sweden, fertility)

[18-5] Fertility trends by social status (fertility, education)

[17-30] Childbearing dynamics of couples in a universalistic welfare state: The role of 
labor-market status, country of origin, and gender (Sweden, fertility)



[ Back to previous page ] 
  

[17-9] Effects of current education on second- and third-birth rates among 
Norwegian women and men born in 1964: Substantive interpretations and 
methodological issues (fertility, education)


