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Research Program:
A Research for Resettlement of Xiang-Jia-ba Dam on Jin-sha-jiang River
and Industrial Allocation of Shuifu County in Yunnan Province of China

Since a long time, resettlement of projects and dams in China neglect local development,
especially interest of the forced relocateers who have lost their lands, because of ““needs of
national construction®” and ““investors who are in pursuit of maximum interest””. As a result,
this caused consequence of ““constructing a dam, impoverishing the local people”” and left many
other social problems. The reasons are complicated, but an important one is that resettlement
settlement is isolated from local economic developing plans, and is not effectively united with
local industrial allocation.

Xiang-jia-ba hydroelectric power station, which located in lower of Jin-sha-jiang River of
Yunnan Province at Southern West China, is a strategic project in the Western Development
Strategy that began since 2000. The project formerly started on November 26th, 2006. The whole
construction period is 9 years and the preparation period is 2 years. The hydroelectric power
station involved nearly 100 thousand migrants, among which, over 7000 were from Shuifu County,
Yunnan Province (8% of the whole population in the county). Resettlement for these people,
which is the difficult and key issue of the project, determines if the construction goes
smoothly. If the problem of relocation is not dealt properly, it will affect and restrict
social stability and economic development of Shuifu County.

Under the proposal of Mr. Zhang Chaode, the Party secretary of Shuifu County, and Professor
Du Fachun from Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), The Institute of Ethnology and
Anthropology at CASS, united with Shuifu County government formed a research team for
Resettlement of Xiang-Jia-ba Dam and Industrial Allocation of Shuifu County. Professor Du
Fachun is the director of this research project. Professor Zhang Jijiao and Professor Long
Yuanwei from CASS are members of this research team.

The research team has carried out the field research work on June 2006. We have got a
quantity of first-hand materials through two ways, one is forums and case studies with
resettlement cadres from Shuifu county, town and village levels, the other is questionnaires
and interviews with families and individuals from construction areas. During September and
October 2006, the research team also interviewed and discussed the relocation issues with some
officials from the National Commission of Development and Reform, Yangtze River Construction

Commission Office of the State Council, The General Institute of Water Resources and Hydropower

Planning, the Ministry of Water Resources of China. This research report develops its each
branch reports (second section) on the basis of collection and analysis of these first-hand
materials and then completes the main report (first section) based on branch reports.

This report is the final outcome of the research program, which is comprised of a main

report, 5 branch reports and appendix. In the report, we first analyze basic characteristics of

the involuntary migrants from construction area in Shuifu County and evaluate the main risks.
We also summarize the practices and experiences of resettlement in Shuifu County. On the basis
of these, we put forward that we should lay resettlement and Shuifu on a wider background,

which is to combine relocation with economic development and industrial allocation, to transfer

and integrate various resources, to link resettlement with industrial cultivation,
industrialization promotion, urbanization acceleration, ecological tourism exploitation
improvement and development of the brand ““the 1st dam on Jiang-sha-jiang River””, and how to
set up a long-term compensation system for local economy and migrants® further development
according to marketing principles.

This research project funded by the Resettlement Bureau in Shuifu County, undertaken with
the assistance of the Resettlement Office in Xiang-jia-ba town, we would like to express our
great appreciation to them.
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