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% People Rubble Women: The Long-Term Effects of Postwar Reconstruction on Female Labor Market Outcomes
Y by Mevlude Akbulut-Yuksel, Melanie Khamis, Mutlu Yuksel
 JESEEIE (November 2011)
r Policy Abstract:

During World War Il, more than one-half million tons of bombs were dropped in aerial raids on German cities, destroying ab

Publications forty percent of the total housing stock nationwide. With a large fraction of the male population gone, the reconstruction pr
Discussion Papers had mainly fallen on women in postwar Germany. This paper provides causal evidence on long-term legacies of postwar
: reconstruction and mandatory employment on women's labor market outcomes. We combine a unique dataset on city-leve
Policy Papers destruction in Germany caused by the Allied Air Forces bombing during WWII with individual survey data from the German
Standpunkte Microcensus. Using difference-in-difference and instrumental-variable strategies, we find that postwar mandatory employme
reduced female labor force participation and hours worked in the long-run. However, our results show that participating in
Books postwar reconstruction efforts increased the female presence in medium-skill and female-dominated occupations. These re
survive after accounting for labor supply side factors such as wealth and savings loss during WWII, war relief payments anc
Research Reports change in the composition of population and labor demand side factors such as female share in industry, construction, ser
IZA Compact and public sectors.

Text: See Discussion Paper No. 6148 'ﬁ
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