
              Home  Search  IDSC  Site Map  Contact  Member Login

  

IZA News

About IZA

Organization Chart

People

Research

Labor Policy

Publications

  Discussion Papers

  Policy Papers 

  Standpunkte 

  Books 

  Research Reports 

  IZA Compact 

  IZA in the Press 

  Publication Record 

Journals

Events

IZA Prize / YLE Award

Teaching

Links / Resources

Press

 

 

 

IZA 
 

The Spread of Anti-Trafficking Policies: Evidence from a New Index
by Seo-Young Cho, Axel Dreher, Eric Neumayer
(March 2011) 

Abstract:
We analyze the spread of policies dealing with international trafficking in human beings. Arguing that 
countries are unlikely to make independent choices, we identify pressure, externalities and learning or 
emulation as plausible diffusion mechanisms for spatial dependence in anti-trafficking policies. We 
develop a new index measuring governments' overall anti-trafficking policies for 177 countries over the 
2000-2009 period. We also assess a country's level of compliance in the three main constituent 
dimensions of anti-trafficking policies – prosecution, protection and prevention. Employing a spatial 
autoregressive model, we find that, with the exception of victim protection measures, anti-trafficking 
policies diffuse across contiguous countries and main trading partners due to externality effects. We 
find evidence for learning or emulation effects in all policy domains, with countries looking toward peers 
with similar political views or cultural values. Surprisingly, major destination countries do not seem to 
exert pressure on relevant main countries of origin or transit to ratchet up their policies. 

Text: See Discussion Paper No. 5559    
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