
              Home  Search  IDSC  Site Map  Contact  Member Login

  

IZA News

About IZA

Organization Chart

People

Research

Labor Policy

Publications

  Discussion Papers

  Policy Papers 

  Standpunkte 

  Books 

  Research Reports 

  IZA Compact 

  IZA in the Press 

  Publication Record 

Journals

Events

IZA Prize / YLE Award

Teaching

Links / Resources

Press

 

 

 

IZA 
 

The Development of Egalitarianism, Altruism, Spite and Parochialism in Childhood and 
Adolescence
by Ernst Fehr, Daniela Rützler, Matthias Sutter
(February 2011) 

Abstract:
We study how the distribution of other-regarding preferences develops with age. Based on a set of 
allocation choices, we can classify each of 717 subjects, aged 8 to 17 years, as either egalitarian, 
altruistic, or spiteful. Varying the allocation recipient as either an in-group or an out-group member, we 
can also study how parochialism develops with age. We find a strong decrease in spitefulness with 
increasing age. Egalitarianism becomes less frequent, and altruism much more prominent, with age. 
Women are more frequently classified as egalitarian than men, and less often as altruistic. 
Parochialism first becomes significant in the teenage years. 

Text: See Discussion Paper No. 5530    
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