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Employment grew by more than 2 million in 2005, reaching and then 
surpassing its prerecession peak. A strong housing market spurred 
hiring in construction and in finance and retail trade, while increased 
manufacturing production translated into more jobs in trucking, 
warehousing, and wholesale trade. Rising energy costs placed an added 
burden on consumers and businesses, holding back spending and, 
indirectly, employment growth; however, it had a positive impact on 
employment growth in mining, which easily outpaced most other 
industries in growth in 2005. Finally, the job openings rate remained 
flat in 2005 until the end of the third quarter, when it began to edge 
upwards.

Read excerpt   Download full article in PDF (141K)

Related BLS programs 

Current Employment Statistics  
Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey (JOLTS)

Related Monthly Labor Review articles 

Payroll employment grows in 2004. ?Mar. 2005.
The U.S. labor market in 2003: signs of improvement by year抯 end?a 
href="/opub/mlr/2004/03/contents.htm">Mar. 2004.
U.S. labor market in 2002: continued weakness?a 



href="/opub/mlr/2003/02/contents.htm">Feb. 2003.
U.S. labor market in 2001: economy enters a recession?a 
href="/opub/mlr/2002/02/contents.htm">Feb. 2002.
The job market in 2000: slowing down as the year ended.?a 
href="/opub/mlr/2001/02/contents.htm">Feb. 2001.
The job market remains strong in 1999.?a 
href="/opub/mlr/2000/02/contents.htm">Feb. 2000.
Job growth slows during crises overseas.?a 
href="/opub/mlr/1999/02/contents.htm">Feb. 1999.
Strong job growth continues, unemployment declines in 1997.?a 
href="/opub/mlr/1998/02/contents.htm">Feb. 1998.
Employment in 1996: jobs up, unemployment down.?a 
href="/opub/mlr/1997/02/contents.htm">Feb. 1997.
Slower economic growth affects the 1995 labor market.?a 
href="/opub/mlr/1996/03/contents.htm">Mar. 1996.
Strong employment gains continue in 1994.?a 
href="/opub/mlr/1995/02/contents.htm">Feb. 1995.

Within Monthly Labor Review Online:
Welcome | Current Issue | Index | Subscribe | Archives 

Exit Monthly Labor Review Online:
BLS Home | Publications & Research Papers 


