Accessibility Information

Welcome | Current Issue | Index | How to Subscribe | Archives
MONTHLY LABOR REVIEW ONLINE

Related BLS programs | Related articles

ABSTRACT

February 2006, Vol. 129, No. 2

Understanding the employment measures from
the CPS and CES survey

Mary Bowler
Economist, Office of Employment and Unemployment Statistics, Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

E-mail: bowler.mary@bls.gov

Teresa L. Morisi
Economist, Office of Employment and Unemployment Statistics, Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

E-mail: morisi.teri@bls.gov

The monthly BLS #4mployment Situation?news release includes two
distinct employment measures from two different surveys. Although these
measures track well over the long term, occasional differences in trend
have confounded labor market analysts. This article discusses the
various differences and posits reasons that those differences may or
may not affect the divergences between the two employment series. The
first portion of the article offers a general background on the two
surveys and a summary of past research into earlier divergences in the
1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. The second portion examines the latest BLS
research into the divergences in the mid- to late 1990s through 2004.
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