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ABSTRACT
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Unraveling employment trendsin textiles and appar el

Lauren A. Murray
Economist, formally with the Division of Monthly Industry Employment Statistics, Bureau of Labor
Statistics

Both of these industries continue to shed large numbers of workers; although textiles and
apparel are closely related, the reasons for their job losses, and the prognosis for their future,
differ. This article focuses on the employment trends in textiles and apparel over the past half
century, with an emphasis on developments since the 1970's. The underlying causes of the
protracted employment declines in each industry are examined and some of the issues that will
affect future employment needs are discussed.
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