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The changing face of farm employment

Randy E. Ilg

Economist, Division of Labor Force Statistics, Bureau of Statistics

Technological advances have led to larger farms and a smaller farm work force whose
demographics have changed markedly. This article focuses on some of the effects increased
productivity, improved technology, and the resultant changes in farm numbers and size have had
on the demographic characteristics of farm employment. The article also examines geographical
shiftsin farm activity that have taken place over the last four decades.
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