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This article discusses the alternative statistical methodologies that 
BLS considered for creating size class tabulations from the Business 
Employment Dynamics (BED) data. To measure continuous quarterly 
employment growth by employer size, BLS, with the help of its research 
community, chooses the best methodology available among quarterly base-
sizing, annual base-sizing, mean-sizing, and dynamic-sizing. The 
article discusses the evaluation criteria that BLS considered for 
choosing its official size class methodology. Although BLS is making 
the seasonally adjusted data series from all the classification 
methodologies available for research purposes, one methodology梔ynamic-
sizing梬as chosen as the official methodology for citation and analysis 
in the quarterly BED press release.
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