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An Empirical Quantitative Study of Critical Thinking

in English Majors ThesisWriting

GUI Lin !, ZHANG Xi?

(1. College of Science and Technology, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China;
2. College of Education, University of Toledo, Toledo, 43606, USA )

Abstract: The present study, based on Freire’s theoretical framework of “problem-posing model of education”, attempts to
investigate the role of ‘self enhancement’ for English-major students’ empowerment of critical thinking in thesis writing via

an empirical quantitative approach. Major findings show that: (1) the experimental group trained in ‘self enhancement’
activities performs significantly better than the control group in the field of critical thinking in their theses; (2) of the seven
items that comprise the critical thinking assessment, a significant correlation exists between the score of each item and the

total average score. Besides, the experimental group scores higher than the control group in all items except for Item Four
and Five that measure students’ abilities in proposing hypotheses and evidence. Therefore, self-enhancement activities enable
students to be empowered of critical thinking, which helps improve the content and quality of their writing.

Key words: thesis writing; critical thinking; self enhancement

(RfEHE AZER)



