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Abstract

In my presentation to this year’s Research Conference I will be taking as my starting point the proposition that a fundamental purpose of schooling is
to provide every student with knowledge and skills to equip them for life beyond school. While acknowledging that schooling has broader purposes, I
will argue that there are some fundamental understandings and skills that all students should develop during their school years, and that every
student should be expected to demonstrate an acceptable level of these skills and understandings by the time they leave school.
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