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The purpose of this study is to gain some insight into the underlying meaning of an active learning from the secondary s
learners’ perspective. A Web-based science contest was held for a six—week long summer camp in Taiwan last year. A survey
conducted afterward that to collect the campers’ opinions about the design aspects of the Web—based learning environment.
first introduces the design principles, which were based on the idea of “community of practice” , followed by a detailed d
of implementation and the secondary school campers’ opinions toward the appropriateness of the these designs. Issues were
including: the incentives of active learners, the characteristics of active learners who involved in a long period of activ
management of a learning community, the active learners’ preference toward different grouping strategies, the extent to wh

active learners’ facilitation needs, the peer assessment, and the metaphors of mentor’ s scaffolding behaviors
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