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ABSTRACT
Why use Magic for teaching Optics? Magicians know that, once the surprise has worn off, the audience will 

seek to understand how the trick works. The aim of every teacher is to interest their students, and a magic 

trick will bring them to ask how? And why? And how can I create one myself? In this article we consider a 

project I gave in 2006. I summarize the project scopes, the student theoretical studies, their “new” Grand 

Illusion realization. I conclude by the weak and strong points of this approach… but let's not reveal all the 

secrets just yet! Whatever the student's professional ambitions, they will be able to see the impact that 

originality and creativity have when combined with an interest in one's work. The students know how to 

“perform” a magic trick for their family and friends, a trick that they will be able to explain and so enjoy a 

certain amount of success. Sharing a mathematical/physical demonstration is not easy and that they do so 

means that they will have worked on, understood and are capable of explaining this knowledge. Isn't this 

the aim of all teaching? 

KEYWORDS
Optics, Ray Tracing, Use Magic for Teaching, Higher Education, Engineer, Educational Method, Grand Illusion, 

Hodges 

Cite this paper
Schott, P. (2010). The Use of Magic in Optics in Higher Education. Creative Education, 1, 11-17. doi: 

10.4236/ce.2010.11003.  

References

OPEN   ACCESS

[1] H. Mayol, “La Magie des cordes Maestro,” Human Body Model Production, 2000. 

[2] M. Ammar, “The Complete Cups & Balls,” L & L Pub-lishing, 1998. 

[3] S. W. Erdnase, “The Expert at the Card Table,” Chicago, 1902. 

[4] https://bizet.esiea-ouest.fr/bases/esiea/pedagogie/t 

[5] N. Boileau, “La scolastique,” Souchay, Paris, 1740. 

[6] G. Levental, P. Ly, B. Spagnol, C. Guichard and A. Azzopard, “Etude et réalisation d’une grande 

● Open Special Issues

● Published Special Issues

● Special Issues Guideline

CE Subscription

Most popular papers in CE

About CE News

Frequently Asked Questions

Recommend to Peers

Recommend to Library

Contact Us

Downloads: 166,683 

Visits: 373,369 

Sponsors >>

The Conference on Information 

Technology in Education (CITE 

2012) 


