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摘要摘要摘要摘要： 

奥林匹克运动会产生之时,古希腊土地上分布着战事频频的诸城邦、不同的伦理群体和众多社会阶层.然而通过精

心设计、历经艰辛方出台的礼仪,为运动会营造了一种氛围,使得所有群体包括那些敌对的群体也可以在合作的基

础上竞争.运动会所需的社会和谐程度虽不高,但在一个充满冲突的社会中却是一项令人吃惊的创造.始于孔子和荀

子,中国人始终把礼仪理解成一种社会之舞,有着不同利益的人可以为了整个社会的和谐而合作.儒家传统对礼仪有

深刻的理解,如果缺少礼仪,有利益冲突的群体除了直接且经常是粗暴的竞争外,没有其他互动途径.在当今国际形势

下,一个迫切的要求是把经济、政治以及军事竞争纳入礼仪外交的框架.一个新的当代礼仪系统需要尊重所有人的

利益,并被所有人理解和欣赏.在北京举行的第29届奥林匹克运动会的礼仪品质,可以成为一个象征,象征着全球和谐

形势发展的下一个阶段.奥运会的礼仪品质提供无须事先商议,不论输赢,每一个国家均可参与的模式,使其可以成为

外交的典范. 
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Olympic Games and the Power of Ritual 

Abstract: 

When the Olympic Games began, ancient Greece was a land of warring city-states, ethnic groups, and 
social classes. Yet through carefully devised rituals, worked out with much difficulty, the Games 
provided a context in which all of these, mainly hostile, groups could compete together cooperatively. 
The social harmony required for the Games, however crude it might have been, was an astonishing 
creation in the midst of a conflictual society. To hold the next Olympic Games in Beijing is particularly 
interesting in light of the long tradition of ritual analysis and practice in China. From ancient times, 
beginning with Confucius and, especially, Xunzi, the Chinese have understood ritual as a kind of social 
dance within which people whose interests are at odds with one another still can cooperate for the 
harmony of the larger society. The Confucian tradition has a deep understanding of ritual. Although 
today's modern society might think of itself as too pragmatic to pay attention to ritual, ...更多that is an 

unfortunate view. Without ritual, groups with conflicting interests have no way of interacting except in 
direct, often violent, competition. One of the most pressing needs in the contemporary international 
situation is to bring economic, political, and military competition into a framework of ritual diplomacy. A 
new contemporary ritual needs to respect the interests of all people, and to be understood and 
appreciated by all people. The ritual quality of the next Olympic Games in Beijing can be a symbol of 
the next phase in the development of a global harmonious situation. The ritual quality of the Games 
provides for participation without agreement, and every nation has the dignity of participation, 
regardless of winning or losing competitions. The Games can be a model for diplomacy. 
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