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Overview of functions of Lingnan Lion Dance

L1 Guo-tao
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20094 (Institute of Chinese Intangible Cultural Heritage, Sun Yat-se
AN dEoHy gl n University, Guangzhou 510275, China)
RaHl BB R6H Abstract: Traditional folk lion dances originated from western r
ST A8M 9 egions, being developed into southern and northern schools afte
@108 4511M  4si12iyy - r introduced into central plains. Lingnan Lion Dance is the prim
. ary representative of southern lion dances therein, including 1
20084F 0 plus independent types, all of which are cultural heritages wo
o o AT rthy of studying. If these dances are studied from the perspecti
AU H2W A3M . e of social functions and folk custom functions, it can be foun
HAHN 5 6 d that they are at least provided with such functions as celebra
s s pos tive entertainment, physical enhancement, sacrificing and mourni
BTH H8A S9N © ng, plague driving away, etc., in which the sacrificing and mour
£1081 1L 1201 - ning function is highlighted in Meizhou Lion Dance, seems to nev
- er appear in northern lion dances. In addition, the plague drivi
20074 ng away function has almost entirely disappeared in northern lio
B8 sE2HA A3l n performances, but can still be seen In dances such as Guangdon
o o~ o Waking Lion and Dapu Golden Lion.
4AM H5H A6 Eey worgs: traditiongl folk sports; functions of Lion Dance; Lin
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